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THE IT CROWD

Facilities managers required to develop
carbon management strategies will need to
get to grips with ICT solutions, warns
Bose Falk of the 2degrees network

10:10

WHATEVER YOUR PERSONAL OPINION
might be on the facts of climate change,
the reality is that regulation in the form
of the Carbon Reduction Commitment
[CRC) is here to stay. For the majority of
businesses, their estates are their largest
source of carbon emissions. This thrusts
facilities managers into the front line of
the sustainability revolution. And it seems
that ICT will be their secret weapon.

This year, under the CRC, 6ooo of
the UK's largest companies are required
to report, and subsequently reduce their
carbon emissions. Edward Crafi of law
firm Mabarro estimates that the true
number of participant companies will
be significantly higher, possibly between
20,000 to 30,000. This is because all the
holdings of the parent company will need
t be included in the reported emissions.

He believes the CRC will have a creeping
effect, with a much wider range of
businesses being affected by it, even if they
do not need w panticipate in the scheme
directly, because CRC impacts along the
supply chain. Moreover, there is a widely
held expectation that once the scheme
is proven, the threshold will be lowered,
meaning that even if your company is not
covered now, it may soon be.

Despite this legislative driver, however,
businesses are at very different stages
in the development and delivery of their
carbon management strategies. For some
companies, even large ones, carbon data
iz =till managed in a very ad hoc way, on a
series of spreadsheets which fail v make

use of real-time data.

Sophisticated solutions needed

Nathan Anderson of energy management
company EnerNOC highlights the potential
pitfalls of this approach:

+ Data may be held across an
organisation, making it ime-consuming
o collect, and in some cases may be
missing due to manual collection.

+ Archived historical data may be held
in many different formats, making it
difficult to quality check and compare
for meaningful trend analysis.

« Data stored in a spreadsheet iz likely to
be unsecure and difficult to audit.










